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MOSIIVEBO! 


— BRIDGE OF TEARS — 


Created, Written, and Illustrated by 
STAN SAKAI 


Introduction by 
BRIAN K. VAUGHAN 


Dark HORSE Books” 


USAGI YOJIMBO 
Introduction 


Stan Sakai is а ronin. 


I've never met the man, and І know it's a mistake to 
confuse artists with their work, but in the world of 
comics, a cartoonist who creates, owns, and controls his 
or her own characters is the closest thing we have to a 
masterless samurai. 


(Which is not to diminish the steady hand of Dark Horse 
editor extraordinaire Diana Schutz, but I think she'd be 
the first to admit she's anything but Stan's “master.”) 


Unlike those of us who've toiled away in the world of 
corporate-owned superheroes, Stan Sakai is beholden 
to no one except his own muse, freely roaming the cre- 
ative landscape and taking his long-eared protagonist 
anywhere Stan's imagination desires. 


In reading some of the other introductions to past col- 
lections, I realized that just as Usagi Yojimbo has self- 
lessly bettered the lives of countless characters over the 
years, so too has Stan enriched an untold number of 
writers, artists, filmmakers, and other devoted fans. 


Stan shouldn't be blamed for my inferior work, but 
Usagi was profoundly influential on my writing, partic- 
ularly with the Vertigo series I co-created with artist Pia 
Guerra, Y: The Last Man. І was impressed and inspired 
by Stan's thorough and thoughtful research, the elegant 
way he introduced а massive supporting cast throughout 
a breathless cross-country journey, and the confidence 
with which he allowed his pictures to speak volumes, 
always saying so much with seemingly so little. 


That said, I only wrote my humble little book for a mere 
sixty issues, a feat that nearly killed me. Stan has written 
and drawn and lettered (oh, the beauty of his calligra- 
phy!) every single panel of his masterpiece for more than 
one hundred and sixty issues (with the hundredth Dark 
Horse installment included in this very collection). 
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Forget the oft-repeated and relatively meaningless 
fact that he's somehow found the discipline to put out 
these issues on time every time—how about the fact 
that the book has been consistently outstanding since 
its very first page? In an era when even the best televi- 
sion shows often become stale after just a few seasons, 
Stan has found a way to keep his serialized epic fresh for 
decades, always being brave enough to try new things 
while never being fickle enough to forget what made his 
story connect with so many readers across the world in 
the first place. 


Ifyou've never read Usagi Yojimbo before, any collection 
is a fine place to start (especially this one), thanks to 
Stan's gift of writing instantly relatable characters into 
surprisingly accessible adventures. And just because 
Usagi features a talking bunny, don’t be fooled into 
thinking this is only a book for kids (though it's one of 
the few comics out there that ГИ happily share with my 
young nephew). The stories are sophisticated, thrilling, 
hilarious, and heartbreaking, not in spite of the furry 
creatures, but because of them. 


From Uncle Scrooge to Maus, comics have had a rich 
tradition of using anthropomorphic animals to escort 
us into unfamiliar worlds, and Usagi Yojimbo has taken 
this gaijin to places in feudal Japan that more traditional 
guides never could. Rabbits and bats and rhinos 
transcend race and creed and nationality, and allow us 
to experience stories, perhaps counterintuitively, on a 
purely human level. 


Usagi Yojimbo is as sharp, skilled, and good-hearted as 
its hero, and as honorable as its creator. 


May they never find masters. 
BRIAN К. VAUGHAN 


Los ANGELES, CA 
FEBRUARY 2009 


A writer/producer on the television series Lost, Brian K. Vaughan is also the co-creator of several comics, including Pride of 


Baghdad, Ex Machina, and The Escapists. 
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HOLE. 


HA! IT'S ONLY You, N 
RONIN., FOR A SECOND 
Т THOUGHT 1 WAS 

IN TROUBLE! 


ETT 
EVERYONE OF His 
DEATH? 
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BUT Now, THEYRE WHAT ABOUT ME? 
ALL TAKEN, СА ST MAKES then тынық 


YOU'RE NOT THAT KIND SL GUY 


THAT ҮҮН You 
STERDAY. Mi а 
AS KEEP 


= 
о 


i TOLD You 
NOT ТО CALL МЕ. 
THAT! 


WHAT ABOUT THE HAHAHA! THEY MAY HAVE BEEN INEPT COWARDS, 
TWO BOSSES AND THEIR BUT I'VE NEVER МЕТ А GREEDIER 
MEN? DID THEY FIND A THE SIGHT OF A LITTLE бо: 
WAY TO SPLIT THEIR LA KILLING F 
- MONEN ? > г 


СА. EVEN 
LO DROVE 


/ еј 


V Y 

ATHIRD BOSS? YEAH, 

THAT'S ME-- 8055 
торо“ 


SO YOU WERE 
ее 
par 


hos 


7 
NOW SLAY THIS 
LONS-EARED FOOL, THEN 
WE CAN GET OUT OF 
THE RAIN, 


Pre ЕА ~ 
WADA whl ТЕСТЕР”) 
(9 В 
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р? ч 
YOU PROMISED ME 
М PERCENT OF 


ES 
|) 9 


= 7 
NER 70308 
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OF THE GOLD. YOU CAN 
HAVE THE REMAINING 
TEN. PRETTY есор 
WAGES FOR DOING 

NOTHING. 
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pen 


so You WE GET THE Ч WE STOLE IT 
THINK IT CAN | GOLD. ITS А HAPPY FROM CRIMINALS. 
ЕМО 5 ENDING. WHAT МО WHO HAS A BETTER 


uto YOU RIGHT TO IT THAN 
NT? us”? 
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WILL HONOR 
FEED YOU, OR 

БЕР 


DRY АТ 
Кент? и 
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7 үгэ over? THE GANGS ARE GONE. 
| сиет LIKE THAT? THE TOWN CAN CLAIM THE 
В IN ONE DAY? MONEY. Now You DON'T 
де 4 HAVE TO LEAVE. 


EVEN 
? You 
оце. 
YOU THINK You've 
SOLYED ALL OF LIFE'S 
BLE 1 


мэ 
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INAZLIMA-- 
ТОР’ 
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5 а 
KNOW WE ARE, 
INAZUMA! 


LIAR! WE HAVE YOUR. DESCRIPTION ! 

WE'RE AFTER THE REWARD ON YOUR 
HEAD PUT OUT BY Boss 

BAKUCHI ! 


y 
OF COURSE IT'S HER! 
STAY OUT OF THIS IF YOU 
DON'T WANT A SHARE OF 
THE BOUNTY. 


Ж ек AGAINST ONE-- SPREAD OUT-- CIRCLE 
мо MATTER HOW SKILLED AROUND HER! DON'T LET 
SHE iS, SHE CAN'T WIN HER ESCAPE ! 

AGAINST ALL OF US! 


[5-2% MEN Lt 
no intention 
escapıng- 
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у Y-You — gm 
KILLED THEM 5253 
Аш-- --НО: 
Й 
2 
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TILL NEVER TOUCH 
A SWORD N! 


1. 


THINK IT'S 
GOING то 
RAI 


< aie 


You ahead, Keiko. Т. + 
set foot ina temple. not о 
again. 


LAA 


[一 
WHAT д HARD DAY! SUCH 15 THE L WILL BE GLAD 
WE ARE НОТ AS WAY OF ALL LIVING FOR SOME OF YOUR. 
YOUNG AS WE USED THINGS, MY DELICIOUS НОТ SOUP, 
š то ве, WIFE. HUSBAND. 
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LOOK--SMOKE COMING OUT OF OUR HUT. ЇЕ THERE IS, T 

т KNOW т PUT DOWN THE FIRE THIS MORNING. HOPE HE MADE SOME. 

EMBERS WOULD NOT MAKE SUCH SMOKE. нот SOUP. 
COULD THERE BE SOMEONE 


d You ARE RIGHT. HOW 
FORTUNATE WE ARE TO BE 
SO IMPOVERISHED. 


tte 
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AÑ Іт 
дан 


HELLO 15 
ANY HERE? 


ONE. 
THIS IS Сав, HOME. 


ELLO? 


PEE-YUU: 

WHATEVER THIS 

IS, IT SMELLS 
NASTY. 


ING 


WE APOLOGIZE. WE, ER, = 
DID NOT SEE You IN THE IR 
SHADOWS. = 
Т | А 
ME ШТ АЫ 
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И 1 — MAN 
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2) 一 < vt - 
бай Н een 
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OF 1 SEE you ( [ WORMS 


HELP 
COURSE... МАРЕ. SOME SOUP. AND GRUBS. 1 YOURSELVES. 
ER BLADE ею. WHAT KIND FOUNO THEM SLURP! + 
... 1 т 
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ESN! 


< ER... NOT ТО SAY THAT 
YOUR SOUP DOES МОТ 
UH... APPETIZING. 


V un. WELL... MAYBE THERE 
NOT TODAY. MY WIFE IS Y ARE 8465 
AN EXCELLENT COOK, IN HERE 

AND САМ FIX ЦР А Too! 

TASTY REPAST. 
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YOU ARE, OF 
16 SER тне Мет 
кос, E E not 
ERE your permission. 1 
8 s stay where wy 
. mission e= 
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Ў ле cid WELL, WE ARE POOR 
the world ع‎ С ма: 
Ки „ ечи. t 
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HEH, HEH! HE'S PL | WE'RE Hi TURN 
CRAZY IF HE THINKS = - FOR. YOUR АМО FACE. US, 
EASE ANN THING ы HEAD! (ПА, INAZUMA ! 
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Inazuma? Who is 
this Inazuma that 
la pd 
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WHAT'S МИ IT CAN'T ве you! “Ў 
Ч GOING_ON, YOU'RE DEAD! т WAS 
ы GEN? THERE / 
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OR IS THIS SOME TRICK TO 
MAKE ME DO ALL THE WORK? EITHER 
WAY, I'M KEEPING ALL THE 
REWARD MONEY / 
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THERE'S 

THE KID... 
BUT WHERE'S 

INAZUMA? 


IT'S RAINING 


р ҮШ” втор 
RET 1 COMPLAINING 
ABOUT А LITTLE 
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[^ 
CIRCLE AROUND HER! 
KEEP HER BETWEEN us’ 
ы. DON'T LET HER 
ESCAPE / 


5 5 
SUST STANDING 
THERE--GRINNING 
LIKE AN 


Ї WE'LL ATTACK 
HER. AT THE SAME 
TIME! 
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ү HOW САМ 
|| ( вне KEEP НЕ 
NS FOOTING ? 
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EVEN WITH SUST A SHORT вит WE'LL 
SWORD SHE 5 А FORMIDABLE / SET HER SOON 

ENT / 11 ENOUGH! 
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I'M LUCKY Ў 
To STILL вё ALINE. ҮЙ 
SHE'S PROBABLY 
KILLED GEN. 


< WHO 
TER 'N KNOWS WHAT 
GOES 


ЈУ“ wu A ул Su P меда 
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ABOUT THIS 
THAN YOU'VE p 
TOLD 


IF 
( THAT WASN'T 
INAZUMA, TH 
WHO_WAS 
зне? 
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= come, 
= my innocent. 
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Ў уе сот 
то GET OUT OF 


FILTHY SCOUNDREL / 


WHAT KIND OF THIEF WOULD 
EAL FROM HIS 
OWN ? 
PARTNERS! 


You DIRTY, 
EX 


WE STOLE 
You? 


YOURSEL! 
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SS : а SEE 
w IZA 


I'LL SHOW THEM! 


H THEY'LL NEVER ФЕТ THEIR HANDS 
ка . та THROW IT IN 
Л ER THAN LET 
THEM HAVE IT! 
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7 CALM DOWN, НА HA! IM 
MAYUMI. Hi HAVE HAVING SO 
А ака” НА л 


ЛЕЙТ 
Ки 


م 
ФА‏ 


теста 
NEXT ТОНЫ: - AND TH 


й лит 
OU'RE MOT JUST I'VE GOT 
SUING то LEAVE ME u 


TO LEAVE YO 
SOMEWHERE. 


You LIKE MY 


COMPANY 
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YEAH, LOOK 
N HARDLY WALK 
STRAIGHT. 


STAGGERING 
НЕ СА 
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YEAH, I THINK 

SO. I'M JUST 

SHAKEN UP A 
віт. 


THEY 
STEPPED ON MY 
ТАКОУАК/. 


НЕ. DUCKED 
INTO THAT 
ALLEY. 


AUNAREN 
NUN У 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN YO 
NOT 


ын 
HE BUMPED 
MUST НАМЕ. INTO THAT WOMAN / 
HIDDEN IT... | SHE MUST РЕ HIS 
OR p; ACCOMPLICE 4 
IT ON те 


М SHE COULDN'T 
HAVE. GOTTEN TOO FAR 
AWAY / 


ХУ 
YEAH, BUT А SINGLE SAMURAI? 
SHE'S WITH ] HE DOESN'T LOOK THAT 
SOMEONE. TOUGH. BESIDES, IT'S 
FOUR, AGAINST 


A тб 


GETTING DARK... 
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TILL GRAB THE ем! > 
You THREE MAKE CARE OF 
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STAY BACK 
d 0 
LOOKIN 

GIRL 


'LL SLIT HER 


T моме, SAMURAI, 
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PRICELESS ARTIFACT/ 


THAT MUST BE 

WHAT THE POLICE 

WERE SEARCHING 
FOR. 


THAT GUY WHO 
BUMPED INTO You 
MUST наме SLIPPED ест то 
\TINTO YOUR STATION ANYWAY, MAYBE 
SLEEVE. < A REWARD FOR THE 
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N 


2 


4^ 
Я2 
22 


IT'S SETTING 
LATE. WE WALKED 
А LOT, YOU SHOULD 
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АА 


gum: 
XON 
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(N 


Jil 


YEAH. PERHAPS 

THEY'RE LOOKING 

ТО HIRE SOME 
HELP, 


THIS 15 
A LOVELY 
INN. 


THAT'S А BACHI%! 
You DESERVED IT FOR 
вече 50 МЕАН TO 


*DININE PUNISHMENT 
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YOU USED ТО 
WORK AT AN 
INN, DIDN'T You? 
YOU САМ GET A 
СОР HERE. 


BUT т FORGINE You. 
I HAVE A SMALL 
TOWEL WITH WHICH 
You CAN WIPE UP 
THE SPILL. 
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DRAW 
DANGER TO МЕ. 
WHEREVER I 
TRAVEL. 


М га ONE MAYUMI THE 
RD MONEY. THAT WILL 
NTIL SHE. 
TTLED 
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ШЕ 
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ДҮ 
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BUT I 
CAN'T SHAKE 
THIS FEELINSOF 

DANGER. 


USAGI--! 


THAT YOU HAD DEPARTED 
DURING THE NIGHT. I SHOULD 
HAVE KNOWN YOU WOULDN'T 

қ, JUST LEAVE ME HERE. 
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мо NEED ТО. WHY DON'T You 
CHANGE, AND HAVE SOME BREAKFAST 7 
I SHOULDN'T BE GONE TOO 
LONG, 
ЖЖС» 
--- 


HOURS. THEN 
SET А QUICK START 
ON THE ROAD. 


سے 
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GOOD MORNINS. 
PLEASE. SEND UP 


< FOR 
GOOD... 50١ а MY_COMPANION-— 
UH... MORNING, г THE 4 
SAMURAI. ФОТ. 


At. 2 
фе 


SAN. 
>; у, 
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2/2 fil Mme 
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(715 JUST А CRUEL 
JOKE! HE'S WAITING ON 
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> 
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山 
а 
3 
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You 
MONEN 
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ERE YOU 

де SEEN 

LOOKING FOR 
You > 


д А AR 

ў 

OH, USAGI, I од 
а 


Y ЕЕ 
МАЗ СО WORRIED! YOUR. MONEY AND... 
<= МН. SANDALS АТ THE 
INN, Mise. 


Ра 
THERE'S ЦИ. 
QUITE А LOT HERE... 
ОҢ...ЕМЕМ ENOUGH TO... 
ин... START A SMALL 
BUSINESS. 


LUH. I'VE GOT TO oer рес 

TO. UH, THE INN. АЦА. JUST 

LEAVI МОВЕ ING S HERE «UH... 
ект ^ иң... 
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you 
SHOULDN'T LEAVE 
YOUR MONEY LYING 

AROUND. 


EXCUSE ME, 
BUT WHO ARE 
You? 


І АМ 
SHIZUKIRI, А 
USAGI'S. 


ARE You, 
MAYUMI? 


Destiny Bes 
WITH THE 
5 GODS. 


——— t 
- === 


BUT І KEEP GETTING 
THIS FEELING THAT Г/М BEING 


ІМ PROBABLY 
IUST IMAGINING 
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E 
> OUR LEADER 
OW... OR НЕ. 
А WILL BE AFTER 


HE'S BEEN POISONED. 
FORTUNATELY, HE WAS 
HIT BY А SINGLE 
NEEDLE. 


% BUT IF HE DOES NOT GE 4 THERE ARE MORE OF МУ 


ANTIDOTE SOON, HE! FORMER COMRADES AROUND. I'VE 
BE DEAD IN A FEW GOT TO GET USAGI TO 
HOURS. SAFETY ! 


HE CAME 
TO MY RESCUE. 
HE MUST NOT 


7 THERE 
IT IS. IT LOOKS 
LIKE THERE Үү 
А FIRE НЕ! 
SHORT TIME 
AGO. 


THIS STRAW RAINCOAT WILL MAKE 
GOOD BEDDI CHARRED ANI 
BUG-RIDDEN, BUT І. SUSPECT 
USAGI HAS SLEPT ON 
WORSE. 
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Eq 7 
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NY EY 
THE HERBS FOR USAGI HAS 
THE ANTIDOTE SHOULON'T TO HOLD ON 
BE TOO HARD TO UNTIL T 
7 / FIND. . "d 
کک کی‎ N 
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THE IAS 


USAGI! YOU ARE 
THE DEMON WHO HAS 
\NVADED THE GEISHU 

CASTLE?! 


destroy the evil 
that, lu within 
Wiis case 


0 . 


үл! AY BEHIND 
Norivuet ! 


RONIN-- CHIZU HAS 
HAD DEALINGS WITH HIM 
\N THE PAST. 


S 


SN 
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4 


L^ 


NZ, 
0 
4 


ди 


7 зет 

Gf KILL HIM, AND 
WELL CONTINUE. 
OUR SEARCH FOR 


т LOOK: 
LIKE І GOT 
BACK JUST 

ме: 


гат 
23 


THAN BEFORE. 

WHAT AGONY HE 

MUST BE GOING 
THROUGH. 


WHOEVER YOU ARE-- 
You WOR Фет PAST 


SN 


DIE, vou 
MONSTER! 


Y POSSESSE 
BY AN EVIL SPIRIT! 
FIGHT HIM, USAGI ! 
YOUVE GOT TO 
FIGHT HIM! 
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33 
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BE AWAKE BY 


HE SHOULD 
SUNRISE. 


5 
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THEN TILL 
HAVE TO LEAD 
MY PURSUERS 


ий WHERE AM 17 
ALL I REMEMBER IS 
АМ ЕМС DREAM... 


EREN: 
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ЗЗА hy 
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MAYUMI! SHE MUST 
Li ME 


ЮУ //<до// E 
то ME vam! 
PLEASE STEP Е 
OUTSIDE! 


1 
АМ _CALLED 
SHIZUKIRI, 
AND І АМ 
HERE TO 


5 
m 
oU 
es 
8 
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SAID НЕ SENT 


й 


«ким, 
БОГТ дув, 
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1 WAS so X IS HE COMING 
DISAPPOINTED EY | HERE? 16 THAT 
WHEN HE LEFT ME R Тан) 
ОМ THAT BRIDGE, AFTER 
НЕ Tag To 


а 
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WHY 
ELSE ARE WE 
WAITING 2 


E 


WE'VE BEEN 
WAITING SO LONG 
FOR You, Т-- 


IT'S ABOUT 
TIME You еот 
HERE. Do You 


HAVE THE 
INFORMATION? 


[ LONG EARS. 
SCAR 


EYE. YEAH, 
те HIM. 


E <] 

HE WENT ТО ЁЎ THEN... HE D/O RETURN FOR 

THE EAST Bi 7 THE Me! І SHOULD HAVE WAITED A BIT 

LONGER! WHY DIDN'T г HAVE 
MORE FAITH IN HIM? 
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4 B-BUT IF USAGI SENT YOU, YOU 
WOULD HANE KNOWN HE WOULO 
COME BACK FOR ME! 


Now 
TO FINISH UP 
OUR 
BUSINESS. 


OF ADVICE. HE LOOKS 
TOUGH, THAT ONE. 
HE'LL BE HARD ТО... 

Kiet! 


„BUT YOU CAN'T KILL 
MEONE AS DISGUSTING 


I АМ SHIZUKIRI-- AN ASSASSIN. 
I'vE BEEN AFTER YOUR BOYFRIEND 
FOR A WEEK. 


гд 
ERAGE? 


«THAT 
VERA 
“L-LEVERAS 
Se 
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YOU'RE CRAZY мо ok KEEP 
IF YOU THINK М YOURS MOLT 
YOU CAN USE ME нам ео N анат 

ТОНИЦЕЙЕНЕ 9: 
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Му SISTER 15 Ч DEMONS, HUH? 
DELUSIONAL, І AM т DON'T KNOW, MAYBE 
TAKING HER ТО THE 


ERE? І SHOULD CALL THE 
PRIEST To EXORCISE AUTHORITIES TO 
2 BE SURE. 
ў INES 
МИНИ 2 
бо 


182. 


YOU CAN'T SPEAK 
то ME Like 
THAT! 


PICK UP YOUR. SANPALS. 
од CAN TIE THEM ON 
LATER. 


CRY OUT AGAIN, 
AND T'U KILL You 
AND WHOEVER: 
COMES ДО Your 


و 
COOPERATE‏ 
WITH ME, AND‏ 
YOU'LL GET‏ 


== 
В Сад 
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Р y <<< 
Quiet! I'M NOT UT DOES por За No. HE PROBABLY 
READY TO LET HIM 35 JUST THINKS IT's HIS 

МА SOMETHING 7 IMAGINATION. 


THE FOOL I'VE BEEN AS 
I5 TOTAUY 2 PATIENT AS I'M GOING ТО 
оре NOU Ра BE WITH YOU! 


x ae. 
у зара 
ДУ ser пр, V 
| AND Let's Е 
бо. E 


A 49 A ч 


ON 


DON'T TRY ç WHY DO YOU > 
ло HUNT цеде“ 
WHAT HAS HE 
ONE то 
You? 


Л HIM JUST ONCE, 
ONLY 
ECO 


HE LEFT THE ROAD Ч 
ІМ А HURRY. HE DID 
NOT COVER HIS TRACI 


Та: 
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ІШ 


[4 


Г чо... THESE сите WERE W ue muer 
MADE BY TWO DIFFERENT HANE HAD AN 
BLADES. ACCOMPLICE. 


HMM... JUST ONE SET OF FOOTPRINTS WHOENER IT WAS MUST HAVE 
LEAVING THE CLEARING. THEY ARE ым, L BETLEASI 
SMALLER THAN USAGI'S, BUT 

MUCH HEANIER. 
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SAD + 
WOULD KILL 
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Ў <о YOURE AWAKE, ARE YOU? І L FOLLOWED THE FOOTPRINTS TO 
TIED YOU UP WITH THE SASHES OF THAT ABANDONED HUT. IT WASN'T 
TH EASY, І LOST THE TRAIL А COUPLE 

OF TIMES. І STILL DO NOT KNOW 
WHO IS WITH USAGI. 
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A WOMAN 
МОМ-- AS IF 
THINGS WERE NOT 
MYSTERIOUS 
ENO 


цен. 


SHES 
LEAVING... FOR GOOD, Е 
OR. WILL SHE 
RETURN? 
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CHIZU MUST HAVE 
BROUGHT ME 
HERE. 
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USAGI! г 
IT'S ME--MAYUM!! 
PLEASE STEP 

OUTSIDE ! 


NSSSSS 
МО 


№ 
= 


0 


NN 


L AM САЦЕР 
SHIZUKIRI, AND 1 
AM HERE TO KILL 

You. 


I KNOW YOU-- 
YOU'RE A SWORD 
FOR. SALE... AN 
ASSASSIN, 


&OOD. THAT WILL 
MAKE IT EASIER TO 
KILL HIM! 


РА 
ETT а 
о 
SAMURAI. L АМ 
AN ASSASSIN. 


Now 
THROW OUT YOUR 
SWORDS OR T'U KILL 
ER, USAGI! 


OKAY. NOW 
TOSS AWAY YOUR. 
ANO Т. 


SWORDS, 
ET HER 


B-BUT те YOU PROMISED 
MY FAULT Не TO MEET ME AT 
FOUND THE BRIDGE, AND 
І WAITED 50 
соме... 


I'M SORRY І 
LET YOU DOWN, вит 


І DID_RETURN, MAYUMI... 


EVENTUALLY, 

IT TOOK ME THAT LONG 
TO REALIZE WHAT You 
MEAN ТО МЕ. т DID 
RETURN... 


V ENOUGH ОҒ 
THIS PRATTLE! 
Масата MA 
HELL! 


YES, L KNOW. BUT BY BUT, 
THEN IT WAS TOO LATE. You're 
IF LO ONLY HAD MORE UN 


STAY OUT 
OF THE WAY, 
>. MAYUMI 4 
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USAGI, 


HURT-- AND 
ARMED! 


“OUT... HOW 
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LIFE, BUT І JUST BROUGHT 
vou DEATH. 


GALLERY 2 


The following pages feature Stan Sakai's cover art from issues 94 through 99, 101, and 102 of Dark Horse's 
Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three series. 
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USAGI YOJIMBO #100 ROAST 3) 


Dark Horse’s 100th issue of Usagi Yojimbo (January 2007) was cause for celebration, апа І decided а 
guest “roast” was in order. This “invitation” ran in all Dark Horse comics that month. —Diana Schutz 


нор ate 


G Пай. D 2222 Фф. mies ва Чай, invites 


272 anda Guest to jein 722232 2222 (6 Jakai 
in, Жусш Celebration of the (Ok Dark Hare issue 
Y bagi т. 


971223 ж 72727212 


the evening 5 main event will, feature a 


Roas of the (беу Honor and his rabbit creation. 


С есет will include 
А 772973 5 Ма had Richardson, Richard, Geary, 
Francis О š Лей . Miller, . 27222 Vag пер, 222 « Жа 222 
James I. Rich, Andrew Watson, Jofrey Тий, 
Mark CGuanter, С бой (баш, and Guy Davis. 


272 will be served. 


Ж | 
КА / Dates. January 97, 2007 


G Z Nace: Veur eal Comes pe 
Priv five: $3.90 


RIVP 
Diana . Ж Schutz 


www.darkherse.cam же wage 
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USAGI ҮОЛМВО #100 


Contributors 


MIKE RICHARDSON writer 213-218 
RICK GEARY illustrator and letterer 


FRANK MILLER vriter, illustrator, and letterer 219 
DIANA SCHUTZ writer 220 
Матт WAGNER illustrator 

Том ORZECHOWSKI letterer 


STAN SAKAI writer, illustrator, and letterer 221-222 


SERGIO ARAGONES writer and illustrator 223-226 
STAN SAKAI letterer 


JAMIE S. RICH writer 227-228 
ANDI WATSON illustrator and letterer 


STAN SAKAI writer, illustrator, and letterer 229 
JEFF SMITH writer, illustrator, and letterer 230 
MARK EVANIER vriter 231-234 


SCOTT SHAW! illustrator and letterer 


STAN SAKAI vriter, illustrator, and letterer 235-236 
Guy DAVIS writer and illustrator 237-240 
STAN SAKAI writer, illustrator, and letterer 241-244 
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Ц 
Dark Horse Publisher Mike Richardson 


AS ТМ SURE YOU KNOW, IN F THE 
5 CCASION, WE'VE. ASKED 
WERE цекатоста пра те SOME OF COMICS’ BRIGHTEST 
Z STARS TO BE HERE. 


كتحت 
ст‏ 
|е TEE |‏ 


Шы 
N 


ЕЕНЕЕ 
ص چڪ‎ :- = 
==> 


STAN, WERE 
TO HAVE 


| ЈЕ АЕ 
= 


50 THAT READERS. 
\ CAN SEE BOTH 
OF 03?! 


| 


YESS 


4 


REE 8 
Jy: 
Д 
> 
ДАЧА 
Да й 
МА | 


UTU 


THAT'S BETTER/ 


Now, AS І WAS 

SAYING, WE'RE HERE TO 
CELEBRATE THIS MAN 
[2 


Е USAGI YOJIMBO / 


OF COURSE, IT 
ISN'T THE ACTUAL 


AS YoU KNOW, 
EVERY GREAT COMIC 
E NEEDS A GREAT 
PUT AFTER AIS NAME ў EDITOR! WITH 
WHEN DISCUSSING од 4 THAT IN ММО... 
THIS GREAT EVENT 
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арт ver ED, 


GD ABILITIES 
SUGAR û 
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CARRY uoo 
UPSTAIRS TO OUR 
DUCT 
لحم هما‎ TS 

N 


[ 
Ra 


HAT’S Б. 
A, WE 


ro | 


P WE'VE DECIDED 
THAT THE BEST WAY 
TO ACCOMPLISH THIS IS 
THROUGH A GOOD-NATURED 
ROAST! 


YOU KNOW, LIKE 
“THE OLD DEAN MARTIN 


CAME ON AND REALLY 
GAVE IT TO THE 
GUEST OF HONOR? 


THIS COMIC ... 
USAGI YOJIMBO/ 


с 8 
ЕСІР 


Се 


— 
Ж Not the actual 
100th issue of Usagi N 


2 
css 


SO, WITHOUT 
FURTHER DELAY, 


ARTISTS CONTRIBUTING 
TO THIS BOOK ARE, 
CERTAIN TO...OA... 
BRING USAGI BACK/ 


Not the actual 
100th issue of Usag/. 


ІМ HIS WANDERINGS. 
FEUI 


THROUGH FEUDAL JAPAN, 
USAGI HAS BRAVI 

a COUNTLESS LES. 2 

E 5 DOU: 

N ЕО. 

N 

ў | 

.. 


COURAGE AND DIGNITY 
BEFITTING A TRUE SAMURAI. 


BUT THE SHOW MUST ёо ON... SERGIO 15 ONE OF THE MOST 
RENOWNED AND MOST BELOVED 


I FIRST MET SERGIO ARAGONÉS 
ALMOST THIRTY YEARS AGO, WHEN І CARTOONISTS IN THE WORLD... 


WAS JUST STARTING OUT IN MY 
FREELANCE ART CAREER. WE'VE BEEN 
P GOOD FRIENDS EVER SINCE, 


мў? 
4 m : 


N 
«БО I'M CONSTANTLY WELL, ТО MAKE A 
ASKED, “HOW DID you SHORT STORY EVEN ! L 
MEET HIM?” 4 SHORTER... Й FOUND HIS NAME 

ч = IN THE PHONE 


IT IS BECAUSE ОБ 
A_ERIEND, AS HIM THAT т со THE 
EN A MENT 1 RESEARCH FOR MY 
то ме. STORIES, AND AM ABLE 
Ч ТО DRAW AS FAST 
AS І DO. 


> 


3 
A ig 
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BUT HE DID NOT 


ФА 
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BUT WHO'S 
THE GIRLY” GIRL 


A 2 
H г 4 2 
emai 


"YOU CALL THIS 
SAMURAI ARMOR T 
WHERE كا‎ THE WAK/B/k1 7 


LI МАРЕ іт то 


ONE HUNDRED ISSUES!” 


DID YOU EVER HAVE 
NE. HUNDRED 


“YOU HAVE TO PENCIL. 
EVERYTHING FIRST? НА! 
YOU DRAW ТОО SLO 


№ 


THANK You, THANK You. 
GRACIAS. I'M VERY PROUD 
ТО PARTICIPATE IN THIS 

4 HOMAGE TO... 


SAN saa! WRITER, ч 


ARTIST, CALLIGRAPHER, AND CREATOR. 
OF THIS GREAT COMIC BOOK THAT, 
WITH THIS TRIBUTE, CELEBRATES ITS 
к ONE HUNDREDTH ISSUE. 

5 - т 


Ш от THE ACTUAL 
100° ISSUE, 


"WE ро NOT TALK MUCH IN FLIGHT. 
WE FINO IT A VERY COMFORTABLE. 
PLACE TO WORK, WITHOUT MANY 
ТО TRAVEL WITH STAN TO MANY COUNTRIES, INTERRUPTIONS, 
AND IT HAS BEEN FUN. 


“BUT WE TALK АТ TAKEOFFS, 
LANDINGS, AND DURING MEALS. 


I ALWAYS 
WANT TO BRING MY 
OWN 


OR IN MEXICO сіту, WHERE THE ORGANIZERS FR 


=> 


“KT А CONVENTION IN BERGEN, NORWAY, 
WE WERE SERVED A LOCAL DELICACY 
IN THE HOME OF OUR HOST. 


ES | 55 
ASAS Ў 


“BUT MEALS AT THE PLACES WE HANE 
VISITED ARE SOMETHING ELSE. WHEN 
WE WERE IN HAWAII FOR A STORE 
SIGNING 


15 THIS HUMUHUMUNUKU- 
NUKUAPUA'A 7 7 


SAVE US AN В 
ET. 


7 А DELICACY-- 
2) “HLUITLACOCHE" -- THE 
FUNGUS OF CORN. 
JAMES BEARD CALLED 
ІТ THE MEXICAN 
М TRUFFLE ! 


“NO POTATOES, SALAD, OR CONDIMENTS- ^ 
JUST THE BOILED HEADS.* 


I WILL PLAY WITH IT 
LIKE WHEN I WAS А KID 
AND FAKE IT. 


ата аа PRES 
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OUR LATEST TRIP TOOK US TO 
4 GRANADA, SPAIN, FOR ANOTHER 
CONVENTION, OF COURSE. 


“BUT STAN ATE IT. HE IS VERY 
ADVENTUROUS. HE WILL TRY 
ANYTHING ONCE. 


TT A. wor вар. AHH с: 
4432 A DIFFERENT, вит Ј SMELL THAT Я 
БОЛН NOT BAD. : AROMA! АВ 


3 
Y < С я 
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“BESIDES THE REGULAR MEALS, WE WERE 
TREATED TO А “PULPAPA,” А MEAL PREPARED 
BY A FAMILY OF FISHERMEN THAT HAS BEEN IN 
THE OCTOPUS BUSINESS FOR GENERATIONS. 


THEY DROVE HUNDREDS y 
OF KILOMETERS To PREPARE Д 
: НЕ FEAST! и 


"TAPAS! THOSE MAGNIFICENT 
LITTLE DISHES OF SPAIN! A 


7 [INTERNACIONAL TH 
DEL COMIC E 


¿| Xt SALON CENTURIES-OLD TRADITION FROM 
SF ANDAI N. 


LUCIA REGION. 


DE 
GRANADA 


AND THE RABBIT 
WITH ONIONS, MUSHROOMS, J'Y 
ANP PORT... fS 


ACEITUNAS, FRE 
7 à A ouves. Y 
=” QUESO «m 
A MeNcHEeo. VIP 


, WAS DELICIOUS 
WITH THAT TOUCH 
OF GARLIC Uu 


PLEASE WELCOME оце. 
NEXT PRESENTER ! 
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UC МӘХТУУЛЕНАУЕ [WAS A FRESH-FACED " 
STANS FIRST DARK NE WHEATON [WASN'T 
SURE WHAT 
SAKAI BROUGHT HIS аг 
RABBIT TO DARK HORSE. ae 
(НАР NOT YET EDITED Pes 
A COMICS SERIES ON 


SOON PISCOVERED ABERNATHY! % А 
IT WAS THE SORT OF Й A27 A COMMA à 

ASSIGNMENT | Й TO PAGE 1B, 

И EDITORS DREAM OF. PANEL THEN 

GET ІТ UP ТО 

PROPUCTION. 


WE'RE ONLY A MONTH EARLY. 
WE'RE FALLING BEHIND! 


“THAT IS, UNTIL THE DAY IT 
ALL WENT HORRIBLY WRONG. 


HOW THE HECK 
ARE YA, OLD 
BOY? 


“THE THING WAS, 
THE DEAPLINE 


VISION. IT MAKES WAS ONE STAN 
IT HARD TO HAD SET HIMSELF... 


DRAW. 


un خخ‎ 


91 
а 
“WHEN IT CAME A WEEK BARLIER 
THAN STAN'S ORIGINAL DEADLINE!” 
29] 


THAT DAY FORWARD, e 
STAN SAKAI BECAME DO YOU MEAN, 


MY EDITORIAL DOT CAN 
BOOGEYMAN... мау о и 


---АРАЕК FIGURE USED TO SCARE SLACK-JAWED CARTOONISTS INTO SHAPE. (е 


HE ENTERED THE 
SERIES. 


COMICS FIELD SHORTLY 


AFTER І РО, AND HAS 
QUICKLY RISEN TO THE 


TOP WITH HIS BRILLIANT 


M VERY 
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САМО I AM PROUD \ 
| TÓ CALL HIM МУ 


IS--TRULY А MAN 
WHO NEEDS NO 
_ INTRODUCTION! 


FRIEND. 


НЕ 15 ONE OF 
THE MOST HONORED 
CREATORS WORKIN 


^ 


(ар 
Dora 


o и гу “СІ 
сарай ТА 


тай! 
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“STAN IS ONE OF THOSE ARTISTS WHOSE SKILLS ARE LEGENDARY. HE IS ONE OF THE FASTEST CARTOONISTS: 
МНО EVER ИМЕР. THIS IS A TRUE STORY FROM BACK WHEN STAN AND I WERE TRAVELING TOGETHER ON THE 
TRILOGY TOUR. ONE DAY WE WERE ALL ON A PANEL TOGETHER IN SAN DIEGO WHEN I LEARNED THE SECRET OF... 


“ТАМ WAS POLITELY ANSWERING A QUESTION 
ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT USAGI HAD A TAIL 
UNDER HIS PANTS (APPARENTLY HE DOESN'T) ... 


“WHEN I HEARD A STRANGE 
SCRIBBLING SOUND COMING 
FROM UNDER THE TABLE! 


ҳей SKeATcHy | 


Y ! 
SEKAI ки! 


SI PULLED UP THE 
CURTAIN IN FRONT 
OF THE TABLE AND 
SAW STAN INKING 
A PAGE OF USAGI 
WITH ONE FOOT, 
AND LETTERING A 
PAGE OF GROO 
WITH THE OTHER! 


“IT REALLY НАРРЕМЕР// ASK ANYONE,” 
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[7 
АМО NOW, OUR NEXT 
SPEAKE RS. WHO ARE SUCH 

GOOD FRIENDS OF STANS 


Ра 
THE INCREDIBLE Hf 
ONCE SAID, "HOW COM 
CAN'T GET ATAN? “MEVER 
GOT A DINNER! 


THE FLASH, WHOONCE 
TOLD HIS GIRLFRIEND, , 
“IM SORRY IM SO FAST! 
NEVER бот А DINNER! 


ў, ‘RED BUTTONS 


JUST BED AND 
YOU'RE DOING 


ILL ВЕ BACK 


INA ا‎ 


г” 
LET AAE GO FIRST/ І HAVE 
LOTS OF JAPANESE JOKES’ 
REMEMBER, I WORKED 
ON THE PINK LADY 


2 
2АНЕМ/© I DONT KNOW 
WHY WE'RE GIVING THIS 
MAN A DINNER WHEN SOME 
OF THE GREATEST FIGURES 
IN COMICS NEVER СОТ А 
Г < 


т.м, SHOWS 


UH, STAN 


GREW UP IN 
ISN'T THIS 
AD BUTTONS 


7) 
LD ROUTINE? 


, 


LETTERER 
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REMIND: 
SOMETHING?! 


FORGET THOSE JOKES 4 27 You JUST 
YOU GOT AT THE 99-CENT ‘ME OF 
STORE AND SAY SOMETHING 
ABOUT STAN, AGREATARTIST, 

| WRITER, ANDLETTERER! | 


// JUST SMILE ANP 
| PRETEND THEY RE Й 
\ FUNNY, DEAR! وار‎ 


q pto 


Y 
) 


I'LL BRING You 
THE REST ОҒ THE 
PAGES AFTER WE 
FINISH THIS 
A STUPID SPEECH 
пити you CAN STOP ` 
/ PRETENDING 
1 THEY RE FUNNY 


AT LEAST HALF 
\ NOW, HANNAH? „/ 


THAT TIME TO 
DRAW IT! 


uev ЗСОТТ AND 
1 JUST WOULDN'T 


ES 


> 
RED ISPEAD 
AND HE'S STILL 
FUNNIER THAN 
you АВЕ! 


OKAY, TM OUTTA НЕВЕ! 

JF ANYONE NEEDS МЕ; 
I'LL ВЕ AT THE LICENSING 
р Ме 


SO, BEING 
SCHOLARS OF 
FUNNY ANIMAL 
COMICS AND 
CREATORS ІМ 

THAT GENRE... 


HELLOSIM 
RICKY RABBIT (тм) 


DUH... LM HARRY HARE | 
AN’ PEOPLE TELL ME 
KINDA SLOW.., 


ЛІ 


Ч 
= My TOY DEAL? 
т 

І WANT А LUNCH BOX WITH 


MY FACE Ом IT! 


CARTOON SHOW А 
T-SHIRTS! JUST LIKE 
STANS RABBITS 


| ...BUT IF HARRY DONT GET 
Е DEAL AS USAGI,., 


grum А REAL GEEZER OF A 


Кои CALL THIS А COMIC 


RABBIT THAT THEM GUYS 


BOOK? WHY, IN MY DAy, 


CALL“ THE OLD GREY HARE"! 


7 
LOOKS LIKE ITS UPTOME TO 
GET THIS ROAST BACK ON 


IM SATURDAY 
NEXT Ва STAR, 


RABBITS FOR EVERY TASTE! 
CREATED ESPECIALLY FOR 


THEY HAD COLOR AND THEY ОН, MY HEART^ x- 
WERE А РУМЕ! AND THEY ЩЕ 
WERE ALL DRAWN BY A 
JACK KIRBY! NOW LREALLY 
WISH I HADN'T 


USAGI YOJIMBO ... BUT 
PERSONALLY,I DON'T CARE 
FOR ROAST RABBIT; 


LETS PUT IT 
THIS WAY: TM Дун 
HAVING MORE FUN |,“ 
LETTERING THE 
MINSTRELS 
DIALOGUE! 


НЕ WOULD ЛАКЕ А GOOD 

SM SH KEBAB, THOUGH! 

HE EVEN COMES WITH HIS 
OWN 


.., AND IMA FAMOUS SUPER- 
HERO RABBIT WHO CAN ONLY 
99 ISSUES OF USAGI YOJIMBO | | BE DEPICTED INSI 2 
"SLABBED"INCLEAR LUCITE.., I FEAR NOTHING... EXCEPT, ОҒ 

COURSE, THE TIME WARNER 


A 


HERE! I JUST HAP THE FIRST 


一 -FROM WoW! LOOK AT THAT 
THE MOMENT І PRAFTSMANSHIP/ 


His ARCHITECTURE 
15 AMAZING! HE'S 
INCREDIBLE / 
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WI WAS INVITED TO BE A GUEST АТ 
A MOTOR CITY COMIC сом, AND-- 
И WHAT? GUY 
DANIS WILL BE A 
GUEST, 100 2 
BET ти БЕ 
THERE 


РА ч 
LO Ro 4 г. AND THERE ARE PLENTY Ч 

А WEEKLY, 7000-PAGE MANGA | | MORE WHERE THEY CAME 

COMIC PUBLISHED THREE 

TIMES A WEEK IN МАРА МЛ 


“ONE HUNDRED ч 
ISSUES"? BESIDES, 
USAGI DOESN'T 


EVEN 4006 
JAPANESE 


ORMING THE STAGE 


^A SAMURAI RABBIT | 
WHO WANDERS THROUGH sr MING THE 50 
TV. AND TOY DEALS? 


L JAPAN ASA 
SHUG УО5НА: 


22 
‘OL’ SOGGY 

YOMAMA AND 
> HES AVAILABLE 


| FOR LICENSING 
NOW! 


) 3 
OKAY LETS E Ommaney, @ 
WHIP UP SOME N рыш: 
7 THAVENO/DEA, 
И HONEY, BUTONE OF |; 
| THEM TOOK ALLTHE J " 
GROO PAGES! 


^V ITHINK WERE 
SAFE, MARKS 


^ ч ын (7 t я Б” | й < = = 
E MA anus 5547 "е Брета 520 
SORRY, STAN--WEK/P BECAUSE WE LOVE/——MARK EVANIER AND SCOTT SHAW! 


WHO SAID “І ADMIT MY PREJUDICES GOT THE 
OF ME. А BIT INTIMIDATED BY MY 


"BUT I CONTINUED ТО “YEARS LATER, АТ “HE TURNED OUT TO 
ENJOY GUY'S WORK. ANOTHER MOTOR CITY BE ONE OF THE NICEST 
CON, І НАР A TABLE PERSONS I'VE EVER 
NEXT TO . MET. 


И se=z-- HE 
KEEPS SETTING 
BETTER AND 
TER! 


SO, WITHOUT FURTHER 
ADO, I WOULD LIKE TO 
INTRODUCE MY 
FRIEND, GUY 
DAVIS / 
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* MORE, REALLY. 0 
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EVEN COMIC-CON 
INTERNATIONAL : SAN 
DIEGO CALLED ME “ONE 


ETA hy Š 
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L CAN 


ИЙ 


23 


DIN AER VO 


і 5 4 m 


АТУ _ А 


~ 


241 


ЖАР га 


7 
(7 
4 


“AN, FORGET IT! 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Stan Sakai 


Stan at Auschwitz, April 2008. 


Stan Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now lives in California 
with his wife, Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. He received a Fine 
Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered his studies at Art Center 
College of Design in Pasadena, California. 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in a series of graphic novel 
collections. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series dealing with samurai in a futuristic 
setting, featuring the adventures of a descendant of the original Usagi. 


Stan is also an award-winning |ецегег for his work on Sergio Aragonés’ Groo, the 
“Spider-Man” Sunday newspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


Stan is a recipient of a Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, three Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
Society Award in the Comic Book Division. 
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USAGI YOJIMBO 


Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


Book 8: SHADES OF DEATH 

Book 9: DAISHO 

Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 
Book 11: SEASONS 

Book 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Book 13: GREY SHADOWS 

Book 14: DEMON МА5к 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTER II — JoURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Book 17: DUEL AT КІТАМОЛ 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

Book 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Book 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

Book 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 
Book 22: ТОМОЕ5 STORY 

Book 23: BRIDGE OF TEARS 

Space USAGI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
www.fantagraphics.com 


Book 1: THE RONIN 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book 3: THE WANDERER’S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: LONE GOAT AND Кір 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

Book 7: GEN’s STORY 
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Chief Financial Officer 
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GRAPHIC NOVEL /ADVENTURE 


YOJIMBO 


— BRIDGE OF TEARS — 


DW 


A MASTERFUL 
ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND 
TO SEQUENTIAL ART 


The wandering life of a ronin is 
often a lonely one, and Miyamoto 
Usagi has been on that path a long 
time. On his travels, he meets 
Mayumi, who longs for a new life 
away from her village and convinces 
Usagi to take her with him. As 
attraction grows between them on 
what may likely become a perilous 
journey, Usagi faces a dilemma: is the 
lifestyle of a ronin just too danger- 


ous for companionship? 


This volume also includes the land- 
mark Usagi Yojimbo #100, featuring 
a celebratory roast of Stan Sakai and 
his rabbit ronin, with contributions 
from several of the best writers and 
artists in comics, including Frank 
Miller, Jeff Smith, Sergio Aragonés, 
Matt Wagner, and more. 


“Stan Sakai has found a way to keep 
his serialized epic fresh for decades, 
always being brave enough to try new 
things while never being fickle enough 
to forget what made his story connect 


with so many readers across the world 


in the first place.” 
—Brian K. Vaughan 
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